CHOPIN

circumstances.   And it would have been hardly
possible for George Sand to invent in fiction a
situation more abnormal than this which she had
created in actual life.   A son, who doted on his
mother and occasionally visited his father, was
expected to live harmoniously with a sick man
and a genius who was his mother's lover - was
ever tragedy more completely conceived ?   That
Chopin was great and famous, did that count
for anything with an undisciplined boy ?   In his
eyes this genius was merely a difficult and some-
times   bad-humoured   man.     Sooner   or  later
Chopin was bound to make a tactical error.   No
man can escape destiny.    The arrival of a new
character brought the latent antagonism to a
head.   A nonentity played this important role in
the working-out of Chopin's  destiny.    George
Sand had taken pity on one of her bourgeois
relations, Augustine, the daughter of her cousin,
and offered her a temporary home.   Maurice had
immediately taken Augustine to his heart.   The
girl was well liked by everybody except Solange,
who   almost   invariably   disagreed   with   her
brother's tastes.    In so far as it affected him,
Chopin was inclined to side with Solange in the
matter.    When it was suspected that Maurice
had  become  Augustine's  lover,   George   Sand
vehemently denied it, but Solange took care to
encourage the growth of the suspicion in Chopin's
mind.   Solange had long been nursing grievances
and ^as now passing through the most dangerous
phase of jealousy, of which her mother was fully